Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/04/28 : CIA-RDP91-00587R000100150003-4

AR .-\."f"}ixg
0. 3‘-‘.59!2__&__'-'

WASHINGTON POST
14 March 1986

Managua Says U.S. Diplomats
Involved in Fspionage

MANAGUA, Nicaragua, March
13—The head of the Nicaraguan
domestic intell} Service an-
nounced Today the srrest of o
Interior Ministry officials who he
said wo
accused four U.S. diplomats who
have served in the embassy here of

ing inte gence agents.

In a news conference, Sandinista
commander Lenin Cerna, chief of
state security, said 1st Lt. Reynaldo
Aguado Montealegre and. 1st Lt
Jose Eduardo Trejos Silva at.
tempted to obtain information about
several topics, including the com-
‘mand hierarchy of the state secu-
rity system and about operations
against the anti-Sandinista guerril-
las known as contras or counterrey-
olutionaries,

Cerna also named four U.S, di
lomats he said were intelligence
agents: Bradle ohnson, for- d
mer second secretary in the embas-

sy’s economics section; Benjamin B,
Wickham, former first secretary in
the_political_section: Sismhon D,
Misch: s
political section, and Bonnie Sue
Bennet, the vice consul,
eérna did not describe precisely

the diplomats’ role or explain how
they were identified as alleged in-
telligence agents. He did not clarify
how much information had been
passed or explain how the two Nij-
caraguans were caught.

“We have our own means,” he
said.

An_embassy official confirmed
that Wickham and Johnson had
worked at the embassy and sai
tﬁmm‘ﬁ'e
said Murchison and Bennet are sl
TW_the country. But the official

In_the country., But the official

CIA for two years. He did not ap-

would not comment on the es io-

nage charges.

“As a matter of policy, we do not

COTMENY on intelligence matters or
allegea inteliigence activities,” the

offic i

A knowledgeable source said
U.S. Ambassador Harry E. Bergold
Jr. was given a brief diplomatic note
about the accusations during a
meeting this morning with Vice
Foreign Minister Javier Chamorro.
The source said the Sandinistas did’
not ask for the expulsion of the two
diplomats still in Managua.

State security chief Cerna
presented equipment allegedly used
by the two Nicaraguans, including
cameras disguised as cigarette-
lighters and an ashtray with a com--
partment for hiding film,

During the press conference,

Aguado ﬁontmle said he went %o
Miami last Tall to visit his mother
after being told b his family that she
was %ing Q cancer, He said that
Wﬁ_ﬂw

uced to a man Willj

Perez, who said he _

“Perez said that the story of
Aguado’s mother’s illness was a ploy-
to entice him to Miami and that he'
asked him to collect information
from inside Nicaragua, Aguado said.
He added that he agreed to do so
because of threats against his family..
He said before his return to Nicara.
gua in November he met with sey-
eral other agents who instructed him
on how to use espionage equipment.

He said he was promised permis-
sion to live in the United States and
a $5,000 morthly payment into a_
Miami bank aceount.

The Sandingta news r Bar--
ricada said Trejos Silva, %Ee other
detainee, had éen worki

Ing tor the

e

pear at the news conference.
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